Dermal graft--a versatile technique for oral surgery.
This is the first report of dermal grafting to the oral cavity for vestibuloplasty and lingual reconstruction. A 3 1/2-year follow-up of patients suggests that it is a useful, well-tolerated technique. The method of obtaining the dermal graft is simple and results in much less morbidity to the patient than does the split-thickness skin graft. It survives as a true tissue transplant and undergoes self-epithelization. Histologic sections show that metaplasia of the graft leads to tissue resembling normal mucosa.